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RESEARCH GRANTS FOR 2011
INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS

The Channel 7 Children’s Research Foundation of South Australia Inc (CRF) invites applications for research grants for the calendar year 2011. The Foundation supports health, educational or social research to encourage and advance investigation into the cause, prevention, diagnosis and treatment of any condition that may affect the general health, education or welfare of children.

Applications are sought from the fields of Medicine, Education, Dentistry, Nursing, Social Sciences, Environment, Mental Health and Allied Health Professions.

Grant applications must be submitted via the Foundation’s website; www.crf.org.au. 
The application process involves

· creation of a secure user profile, including login and password details

· completion of the online Research Grant Registration form. Once submitted, applicants will receive via email a copy of the form content, including an Application Registration Reference Number.
· downloading, completing and emailing to crf@crf.org.au, the form ‘Research Grant Application for 2011’ or ‘Grant Application for Second Year Funding only in 2011’, together with any supplementary information
· delivery via post or courier of a hard copy of all completed and signed documentation.

The on-line application system will be available on the website from 4 February 2010.

1.
Grants will be allocated solely to applicants for research completed in South Australia and/or the Northern Territory.  (The Chief Investigator and Employing Institute must be based in South Australia and/or the Northern Territory.)
2.
Generally, the Foundation supports grants up to $75,000 per annum.

3.
Projects are assessed on the basis of research merit and relevance to the health, education or welfare of children.

4.
Reviews of patient care, or studies in the nature of peer review, WILL NOT be supported. Minor modifications of previous studies, or replications in Australia of studies completed overseas, receive very low priority for support.

5.
Applications for research grants can be received under one of three main categories:
· Basic Science
Research to acquire or confirm new knowledge by testing a hypothesis using scientific methodology in a primary laboratory environment.

· Clinical Studies
Research conducted with human subjects or human material in which the investigator interacts directly with human subjects. Such research may include the mechanism of human disease, clinical trials, therapeutic intervention, the development of new technology and epidemiology.

· Community-Based Studies
Research based in a community setting, with the objective of providing the community with the tools and information necessary to enact change.

6.
An additional category for ‘Early Career Grants’ is available for applicants applying for the first time as a Chief Investigator. The criteria for eligibility in this category are as follows:

· medical applicants who are undertaking a PhD/MD
· non-medical applicants who have honours, masters or are undertaking a PhD

· applicants with a PhD of no more than five years’ duration
· applicants should not have been the Chief Investigator of a significant peer reviewed grant application in the past for organisations such as NHMRC, ARC, CRF, Cancer Council etc.

Applicants must submit curriculum vitae with their research application.

Early career grants are generally supported up to a maximum of $35,000 per annum.

7.
Funds cannot provide salary for an investigator on the project, or stipends for postgraduate students. However, consideration will be given in special circumstances, provided full justification is provided within the application.
8.
Only travel directly associated with the project can be supported. Travel for attendance at conferences or for consultation with other experts will NOT be supported.

9.
Independent referees will be consulted by the Research Committee in the course of assessing applications. Applicants should name any person who should not be approached for a reference and attach a letter stating their reasons.

10.
Chief and Associate Investigators who have previously been supported by the Foundation or other granting bodies in the past five (5) years for this or other projects should provide a copy of the final report of each project supported.
11.
Please indicate publications relevant to the current application by the Chief and Associate Investigators, and all publications by the Chief and Associate Investigators arising from research previously funded from the Foundation.

12.
A list of all publications by the Chief and Associate Investigators for the past five (5) years must also be included with the application.

13.
If the project involves experiments on human subjects, a letter or certificate of approval from the relevant institution’s ethics committee is required before grant monies can be paid to a successful applicant.

14.
If the project involves experiments on animals, a letter or certificate of approval from the relevant institution’s ethics committee is required before grant monies can be paid to a successful applicant.

15.
If the project involves the in vitro production of recombinant DNA molecules, a letter or certificate of approval from the Chair of the relevant institution’s Biosafety Committee (or equivalent) is required before grant monies can be paid to a successful applicant.

16.
The decisions on the outcome of applications will be given in early October 2010, following recommendations from the Foundation’s Research Committee and ratification by the Foundation’s Board of Directors.

17.
Successful recipients must be prepared to appear on media nominated by Channel 7 to describe their research work if requested. Any media release of information regarding research findings must be forwarded to the Executive Director of the Channel 7 Children’s Research Foundation at least 48 hours prior to general release, so that Channel 7 can be given first option to release the story.

18.
Successful recipients/applicants may be required to licence to the Foundation any intellectual property rights arising from the funded project. These terms will be negotiated and agreed between the Foundation and successful applicants on a case-by-case basis at the time each applicant is notified that their application has been successful.
19.
Successful recipients/applicants may also be required to pay royalties to the Foundation on the GST-exclusive revenue received by the recipient from commercialisation of any part of the Research Project Outcomes. If no royalties are specified at the time each recipient is notified that their application has been successful, the recipient will negotiate in good faith with CRF to agree a royalty rate (which will be determined by assessment of the respective contributions made by CRF and the Recipient to the research, development and commercialisation of the Research Project Outcomes) which the Recipient will pay to CRF in the manner and on terms to be agreed between the parties.

20.
Research projects may be supported for a maximum of two (2) years. Applicants seeking funds for a second year must:

(a) complete the form ‘Grant Application for Second Year Funding only in year 2011’.
(b) resubmit a copy (via email) of the original Research Grant Application form, together with a progress report on the first year outcomes.

(Applications may be notionally approved for a period of two (2) years, subject to the review of first-year outcomes. However, please note there is no guarantee that a second year application will be successful.)

21.
Successful applicants are expected to inform the Foundation of any major discoveries made during the project and provide the Foundation with a written final report. This report should state all outcomes of the research conducted, as well as possible future outcomes should the project be continued at a later point in time.

22. The On-line Grant Registration and Research Grant Application form (and any supplementary information supporting the application) must be received by no later than 5pm on Thursday 29 April 2010.

Late or incomplete applications cannot be considered.

Have you read and understood the Grant Application Guidelines?

One original copy of the On-line Grant Registration Form and the Research Grant Application Form, together with any supplementary information, including signatures as required, are to be posted to:

Executive Officer

Channel 7 Children’s Research Foundation of SA Inc

PO Box 2438

REGENCY PARK  SA   5942

Or delivered to:

Executive Officer

Channel 7 Children’s Foundation of SA Inc

c/- Novita Children's Services

171 Days Road

REGENCY PARK  SA   5010

Please note:

Research grants are for a twelve-month period. If an extension is required, you must apply in writing to the Executive Director of CRF within 60 days of the completion of the grant period, to request an extension by no more than twelve months.

If you have any outstanding reports or funds to be returned on a previous grant, these must be finalised prior to making an application for the current funding round. Failure to do so may make you ineligible for future funding.

CHECKLIST FOR APPLICANTS
Please read the ‘INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS’ carefully 
before completing the Research Grant Application. 
Other attachments may be needed. Tick the boxes of the following checklist.

Please check that you have:

	1.
	fully completed all mandatory fields of the On-line Grant Registration form on the CRF website

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2.
	fully completed the Research Grant Application for 2011 form (downloaded from the CRF website)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3.
	attached supporting documentation if applying for an ‘Early Career Grant’ of no more than $35,000

(Refer to point 6 of the Instructions to Applicants)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4.
	included an explanation letter if requesting particular Independent Referees not to be consulted
(Refer to point 9 of the Instructions to Applicants)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5.
	attached copies of the final reports for each project previously supported by the Foundation or other granting bodies for the past 5 years
(Refer to point 10 of the Instructions to Applicants)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6.
	obtained letter or certificate of approval from your Ethics Committee for research on Humans, if required
(Refer to point 13 of the Instructions to Applicants) 

Note: Approval must be received before grant monies will be paid.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7.
	obtained letter or certificate of approval from Ethics Committee for research on Animals, if required
(Refer to point 14 of the Instructions to Applicants) 

 Note: Approval must be received before grant monies will be paid.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8.
	obtained letter or certificate of approval for in vitro production of recombinant DNA molecules from the Chairman of your Institution’s Biosafety Committee (or equivalent) if required
Note: Approval must be received before grant monies will be paid.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9.
	ensured that all signatures are in place for either a first or second year application on the Research Grant Application form

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10.
	if applying for second year funding, please check that you have completed the ‘Grant Application for Second Year Funding only in 2011’ Form, and attached a copy of the First Year application
(Refer to point 20 of the Instructions to Applicants)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11.
	supplied outstanding reports and returned unused funds from previous grant/s from the Foundation
(Failure to do so may make you ineligible for future funding until acquitted.)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12.
	posted one original copy of the On-line Grant Registration form and the Grant Application form, together with any supplementary information including signatures, as required, to the Foundation
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS THURSDAY 29 APRIL 2010  AT 5.00PM

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13.
	emailed all documents, as per preceding step, to the Foundation.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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